
 

Question 1: How important do you feel use of the target language is to foreign 
language instruction? 

• Very important. It sets up the environment for the language study. 
• I think it is very important to use the target language in classroom.  But in distance 

learning classroom, it is less so.  The main reason is that the student's attention is a 
bigger issue in distance learning platform.  Students' minds wander away if they don't 
understand what you say.  TPRS is a good idea to keep students' attention, but it is hard 
to execute when the teacher is on a TV screen.   

• Using target language is very important because it sets a communicational environment 
in the target language, which helps students to develop their listening comprehension 
and speaking skills while gaining the content knowledge. That is why immersion 
programs are popular these days. 

• I think it is very important for the instructor to know how, when to use target language 
and how much of target language to use in the classroom. 

• Extremely important. 
What is the ideal ratio of target language to English? 

• The more, the better. Except for certain grammar points, target language should be used 
all the time. 

• The ideal percentage should be 90% to 10%. 
• 100% target language and 0% English being used at class.  
• For beginning students, we should use total bilingual instruction, where the teacher 

always says the target language then translates it into English. 
• 90% plus target language use; 5-10% English 

What is the ratio in your own class? 
• It varied, from 1a, 1st month 20%, to AP, 1st month, 80%. 
•  Depending on the level of the class.  Higher level more target language, around 60%, 

lower level less, around 40%. 
• 10% for beginners and 65/70% for intermediate level. 
• 50%-60% for lower level classes.  80% - 90% for higher level classes.  
• It hovers around 60%, some days more, some days less 

What are some strategies you use to increase your target language use in class? 
• Modelling (1) 
•  Repeating (3) 
•  Picture/Visual aids/Props (3) 
• Gestures (3) 
• TPRS (1) 
• Provide a context to guess (1) 

What are some obstacles to target language use that you have encountered? 
• Tight schedule (2) 
• Distance learning environment (2) 
• Students not used to target language use/unwillingness of students to try (3) 
• L1 interference (1) 
• Low language proficiency (1) 
• Lack of plan time (1) 

 
 


