
Sample TOEFL Essay #3 

Many students choose to attend schools or universities outside their home countries. Why 

do some students study abroad? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 

Sample TOEFL essay answer:  

Pursuing higher studies abroad has become a popular choice for students from around the globe. 

Each year, young people spend thousands of dollars to travel, live and study in universities, 

colleges and schools overseas. In my view, this life-changing decision is based on the premise 

that education is an investment in one’s future. My opinion is based on academic, professional 

and personal reasons. 

In my opinion, the primary reason for studying abroad is academic. Students wish to reap the 

benefits associated with attending a reputable educational institute. In addition, gaining 

admission to prestigious college or university is often regarded as an achievement in itself. The 

quality of the academic programs, the level of specialized instruction and the availability of 

professional resources are all high. It is no wonder that students long to graduate from well-

known institutes. 

From a professional viewpoint, graduating from foreign universities is often a gateway to a 

successful career. The connection is direct and provides strong motivation for young people to 

study abroad. The hope is that such graduates have an added advantage over their peers in a 

highly competitive job market. In some cases, top students from prestigious universities land job 

offers even before completing their studies. Furthermore, well-known corporations vie to attract 

the fresh new talent, who will help achieve corporate profitability in the future. 

From a personal angle, studying abroad enables young people to mature quickly and develop 

independence. For instance, joining a foreign academic institution is often the first experience 

students have of living away from parents, siblings and friends. In one’s home country, this 

strong nexus provides support, assistance and guidance. However, while abroad, students must 

overcome the initial homesickness and culture shock, conform to a different teaching style, adapt 

to unfamiliar social and cultural expectations and develop proficiency in a new language. These 

challenging tasks enable youngsters to emerge with greater maturity and self-confidence. 

In conclusion, the desire to study abroad is based on several concrete benefits for students in 

terms of the present and the future. This is why most students would gladly accept an 

opportunity to go abroad and would work quite diligently to turn this opportunity into a 

resounding success. 

 

 

 

 


