	PLANNING TEMPLATE

	Purpose/Goals of Circle: 
	Date and Time:  


	Materials: 
	Set up: 

	Opening 
	What ritual will I use to open the circle? 


	Introduction 
	What is the topic of today’s circle?  What talking piece am I using and why?  Who is new to the circle and needs to be introduced?


	Circle Norms
	What activity will I do to create norms?  Or, what question will I ask to ensure that everyone is in agreement with using existing norms in today’s circle?


	Check-in
	What question will I ask to check in with how students are feeling, and what considerations (i.e. current external events or environmental factors) might influence the question I ask?



	Discussion Rounds
	How many rounds do I plan to facilitate, and what questions will I ask?  (Prepare more questions than you have time for and adjust according to the needs and mood of the group.  Know your students well and thoughtfully ask questions that cause no harm. Keep in mind that circle participants have the right to pass.)





	Check Out
	What question will I ask to check in with how students are feeling? How will I summarize what took place in today’s circle and immediate “next steps” based on anything that arose during the circle? 


	Closing  
	What ritual will I use to close the circle, and how will I prepare students to transition out of the circle?
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