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Learning objectives

 Identify the what a case study is

 Identify how a student uses a case study

 Identify the qualities of a case study

 Identify the goals of using a case study



What is a Case Study

Case Studies are written descriptions of real-life 

situations that usually involve a problem that 

needs to be rectified. They can be a record of a 

problem that actually has occurred or completely 

fabricated by the teacher. Either way the case 

study needs to emulate an authentic situation.



How a student uses a Case Study

Students are exposed to the case study and 

must use previous or learned knowledge to 

decipher the solution to the problem. 

Students must also utilize their problem 

solving skills and when working in groups on 

case studies, they must embrace a 

collaborative approach. 



Important qualties of a Case Study:

Case Studies usually involve a story and 

should be relevant to today’s society (with 

exception of history/historic lessons).  A 

good case story will build significance with 

the student and requires the correct 

information that the student needs to solve 

the problem.



Goals of a Case Study

Give students a real-life situation to apply 
their knowledge and gain understanding

Create an active problem solving situation

Provide scaffolding of knowledge 

Provide connections to previous 
knowledge

When using case studies in group work –
interpersonal and team skills



Conclusion

 Case studies are a real-life scenario of a situation that 

contains a problem

 Case studies should reflect an authentic situation / 

problem

 Students should be able to use previous learning 

content to assess and solve the problem within the 

case study

 The main goal, when using a case study, is to provide 

understanding of a concept and connect it to the 

real world


