Unit 1: Narrative Craft

Subject: Writer’s Workshop

Grade: 5

Name of Unit: Narrative Craft

Length of Unit: 20 Engaging Experiences

Overview of Unit: In this unit, students will be crafting a personal narrative, paying special
attention to elaboration through detail and description, traveling slowly over the ideas of their topic,
grounding the writing in a wealth of specificity and returning to important sections to tell them in a
bit-by-bit way. In order to do this well, students will be expected to bring their interpretation skills
to their own emerging drafts to ensure they are highlighting the central ideas that they want readers
to draw from their text and become decision makers. By knowing this they will be able to make
intentional craft decisions with the author's purpose in mind.

Topic 1 (Bend 1): Generating Personal Narratives

In this bend, students will begin to generate ideas for narratives and generate turning point moments
in their text. Students will uncover the internal details of their personal story by reenacting their
experiences. They will be expected to assess their work, push their thinking and become a part of
the story, writing it from the inside out. In this way you will push students to write a more
significant personal narrative by adding details to tell the story of the true event. Students will
begin to write big details about a small idea or event. Push them to set goals within their text and
their stamina of writing.

Topic 2 (Bend 2): Moving Through the Writing Process: Rehearsing, Drafting, Revising, and
Editing

In this bend, students will continue to work with their seed idea as they continue to work through
the writing process. Students begin this bend with a flash draft to be revised and elaborated
throughout the bend. Students will draw on narrative craft techniques they have learned. Your
emphasis will be on teaching elements of the craft and revision; elaborating the important parts,
following the arc of a story while learning to add scenes to show meaning and emotions within their
narrative.

Topic 3 (Bend 3): Learning from Mentor Texts

In this bend, students will analyze mentor texts, they will employ close reading strategies to do this
work, annotating the text and emulating those craft moves in their own writing; such as figurative
language strategies, character moves, and discovering commas. Sandra Cisneros texts are a great
mentor text to use and read closely, “Eleven” and “PaPa” As students do this work in their own
writing they will continue to self-evaluate and set goals for themselves moving forward.
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Getting Ready for the Unit:

Get students excited about their sophisticated writing tool--their very own writer’s notebook.
The best way to do this is by having one of your own that is filled with various entries
sparked by your own memories, people, and special events or places. If students will be
allowed to decorate their notebooks, you should decorate yours as well. Also, make sure
that it is carried around at all times in order to model collecting those seed moments that
happen in our everyday lives.

Gather examples of fifth grade writing so that students have a vision of the kind of writing
they will be doing. You can find examples on the Heinemann website under your registered

resources, but the best come from your own students.

Choosing mentor texts so that students can return to the same writer for the purpose of
understanding how to read closely like a writer. The texts suggested and provided in your
unit are “Eleven” and “Papa” by Sandra Cisneros, but you can choose any text or author you
like. We also recommend Knucklehead by Jon Scieszka. By using these texts, writers
become used to reading closely like a writer.

Before Topic 2, have some personal ideas for your own writing generated. Doing this work
of drafting alongside students is a powerful way of modeling the writing process during
mini lessons.

During Topic 3, we will revisit many lessons using mentor texts at a higher level of
sophistication. According to your pre-assessment data, you might pull students who are
ready for this level of work, or pull a small group to study the work in a mentor text to help
strengthen their writing.

Read Lucy Calkins’ Narrative Craft unit from your Writing Units of Study

Pre-Assessment (given prior to starting the unit):

Administer Narrative On-Demand in one 45-minute session.

Essential Questions:

l.
2.

How can I learn to write big about small moments in my life?

How can I study the work of published authors to develop a story that has meaningful
scenes, including dialogue, figurative language, thought, and action, as well as strong leads
and endings?

How can I apply all that I have learned about narrative writing to write my own piece,
independently, from start to finish?

Enduring Understanding/Big Ideas:

1.

2.

Writers see small stories in everyday life and develop those into a text with complex
characters and a focused setting.

Writers use familiar processes and try new techniques, like experimenting with themes to
strengthen their writing.
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Priority Standards for unit:

e 5. W.1.C: Reread, revise, and edit drafts with assistance:
a. to develop and strengthen writing by revising
b. to edit for language conventions
e 5.W.2.C: Write fiction or nonfiction narratives and poems that
a. establish a setting and situation/topic and introduce a narrator/or characters
b. use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, motivation, and descriptions
c. organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally
d. use a variety of transitions to manage the sequence of events E: use specific,
relevant, and accurate words that are suited to the topic, audience and purpose.

Supporting Standards for unit:

e 5. W.1.A.c: Follow a writing process to plan a first draft by accessing prior knowledge or
building background knowledge related to the topic

e 5.W.1.A.d: Follow a writing process to plan a first draft by using a prewriting strategy

e 5.W.1.B.a: Appropriate to genre and type, develop a draft from prewriting by choosing an
appropriate organizational structure and building on one main idea to create a
multiple-paragraph text appropriate to the genre

e 5.W.1.B.b: Appropriate to genre and type, develop a draft from prewriting by establishing
and supporting a main idea with an overall topic sentence at, or near, the beginning of the
first paragraph

e 5.W.1.B.c:Appropriate to genre and type, develop a draft from prewriting by categorizing,
organizing, and sequencing facts, details, and/or events (from sources when appropriate)
into clear introductory, supporting, and concluding paragraphs applicable to the
organizational structure

e 5.W.1.B.d: Appropriate to genre and type, develop a draft from prewriting by restating the
overall main idea in the concluding statement

e 5. W.1.B.e: Appropriate to genre and type, develop a draft from prewriting by addressing an
appropriate audience, organization, and purpose

e 5.W.1.D.a: With assistance from adults/peers, use technology, including the internet to
produce and publish writing.

e 5.W.1.D.b: With assistance from adults/peers, demonstrate sufficient command of
keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages, ideally in a single sitting.

Unwrapped Skills
Unwrapped Concepts (Students|(Students need to be able] Bloom’s Taxonomy |Webb's
Standard need to know) to do) Levels DOK
5.W.2.C narratives write create 3
5.W.1.C to develop and strengthen writing read, revise and edit create 3

and language conventions.

5.L.1.A standard english grammar apply create 3
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Unit Vocabulary:

Academic Cross-Curricular Words Content/Domain Specific
write narratives capitalization
produce technique punctuation
demonstrate details spelling
write event sequences language
read organization
speak task
listen purpose

audience
conventions
standard English
grammar

Topic 1: Generating Personal Narratives

Engaging Experience 1
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you a strategy---one that helps people write powerful

stories. It usually works to jot moments that have been turning points in your life. These might be
the first times, last times, or times when you realized something. This process will help us begin to
develop narratives around real experiences.”
Suggested length of time: 2 mini lessons
Standards Addressed

Priority: 5.W.2.C
Detailed Description/Instructions:

e One way you can do this is by having students think of first times, last times, or
times when you realized something. Model for students how you might think of one
of these times, and start by telling the story aloud. Encourage students to turn to their
writing partner and take turns telling their stories aloud.
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e Another way to do this is by demonstrating the step-by-step sequence of using the
strategy. Generate ideas for personal narratives by listing first times, last times, or
times when you realized something. Debrief quickly, pointing out the moves you
have made and then continue demonstrating quickly coming up with an idea of a
time you realized something. Remind students of the purpose of the strategy.
Remind them that thinking of turning points can help them generate ideas for
personal narratives.

Bloom’s Levels: create
Webb’s DOK: 3

Engaging Experience 2

Teaching Point: “Today I want to remind you that writers of stories, both fiction and nonfiction,
climb inside the story, walking in the shoes of the character, experiencing the story as it unfolds and
putting that onto the pages so readers can experience it too.”
Suggested length of time: 1 mini lesson
Standards Addressed
Priority: 5.W.2.C
Detailed Description/Instructions:
e One way you can do this is by explaining the secret of writing effective narratives
that requires you to experience the story so that readers can experience it too.
e Ask students to watch as you demonstrate, working with an entry you settled upon
when thinking of stories that take place in an important place in your life. Ask, “How
did the event start?” and then let the story unroll from there.
e Place yourself back in the story and relive each detail of the moment so you can
retell it through a story.
e Allow students time to think of a story and how it all started, then list details of the
moment.
Bloom’s Levels: create
Webb’s DOK: 3

Engaging Experience 3
Teaching Point: “Today I want to teach you that writers read great stories in order to write great

stories. An author’s stories and ideas will often spark the reader’s stories or ideas.”
Suggested length of time: 1 mini lesson
Standards Addressed
Priority: 5.W.2.C
Detailed Description/Instructions:
e One way you can do this is by modeling, reading a text and writing in the moment.
You may choose to read aloud a portion of any memoir that feels like it will have a
particular connection with your class. As you reach moments in the story that relate
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