
Before viewing the following 
slides….. 

�  Click on the link below to take the Whole Brain 
Teaching pre-test.  

�  This will show you what prior knowledge you 
already have on the subject and correct any 
misconceptions you may have. 

�  Good luck!  

�  https://www.onlinequizcreator.com/whole-brain-
teaching/quiz-87729  



Background of  WBT 
�  Whole Brain Teaching was started by three teachers: 

Chris Biffle, Jay Vanderfin, and Chris Rekstad. 

�  This reform movement started in 1999. 

�  Since the start in 1999, a group of  teachers varying 
from grades k-12 have formed a board of  directors.  

�  There has been over 6,000 seminars given to teachers 
who are interested in Whole Brain Teaching. 

�  This is one of  the fastest growing education reform 
movements!  



“Whole Brain Teaching classrooms area full of  task-
focused laughter. Humor and games are used to 
increase the number of  times students repeat core 
information and practice basic skills. Our classes are 
highly disciplined and tightly organized because 
students have more fun following our rules, than 
ignoring them” (Biffle, 2015).  



Five Classroom Rules… 

1. Follow Directions quickly! 

2.Raise your hand for permission to speak 

3.Raise your hand for permission to leave your seat 

4.Make smart choices! 

5.Keep your dear teacher happy! 



The Scoreboard  
�  A scoreboard or “the motivator” is used throughout the day to 

motivate the students. If  students are behaving they get a 
smiley face on their side of  the scoreboard. If  the students 
aren’t behaving such as, talking too much, not listening, being 
too loud, ect. The students will get a sad face. 

�  When the students receive a smiley face they yell “oh yeah!” 
or whatever phrase you decide to use. 

�  When the students receive a sad face they yell “oh no!” or 
whatever phrase you decide to use.  

�  Make sure you do not reward the students with too many 
smiley faces and do not punish them with too many sad faces. 
The difference between smiley faces and sad faces should 
never be greater than 3!! 



Class Yes! 
�  To get the attention of  your class, simply say 

“class!” and they will reply “yes!” 

�  You can sing, whisper, shout, squeak, ect the word 
class and the students will repeat yes however you 
said class 

�  Example: If  I said “c-c-c-c-lassss!” the students 
would respond “y-y-y-y-essss!” 

�  By doing this you are grabbing their attention and 
they stop whatever it is they are doing  



Hands and Eyes 
�  Another way to get the attention of  your class is by 

saying “hands and eyes”. The class stops what they 
are doing repeats “hands and eyes”, folds their 
hands in their lap and puts their eyes on the 
teacher. 



Teach-OK 
�  “Tell me and I will forget, teach me and I will 

remember, involve me and I will learn.” –Ben 
Franklin 

�  Each student has a partner for this. After you teach 
a definition for example, you will clap twice, yell 
“teach!”and the class responds by clapping twice 
and yelling “ok!”. The students then take turns 
teaching their partner the definition of  the word or 
whatever it is they just learned.  



Mirror  
�  This is a simple technique used in WBT. 

�  The teacher says “mirror” and the class responds 
“mirror” with their hands raised ready to mimic 
your gestures. 

�  Students can repeat your words or mimic gestures 
during this.  



Switch! 
�  Students can be paired up or in small groups for 

this. 

�  Students will explain to one another what they just 
learned.  

�  The teacher says “switch” and the students respond 
“switch” and this is how they know when to switch 
teaching what they just learned.  



Take the test again to see if  
you do any better!  
            Good luck! 

�  https://www.onlinequizcreator.com/whole-brain-
teaching/quiz-87729  

  


