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The Basics for Getting Started with WISE   

Teacher Registration 

1. Using any Web browser, log onto: WISE.Berkeley.Edu   Click “Join WISE” 

2. Click on the “TEACHER” button.  Create a teacher account 

3. Complete “New User Registration” page. Hint: Remember to write your password down somewhere safe, 

for future reference.   

4. After creating a “teacher user name”, which is your first and last name, you will be asked to sign in. Type 

your user name and password in the fields provided.  Example: Bill Nye (with a space) 

5. This will bring you to a portal for WISE teacher use: WISE Teacher’s PET. 
6. Answer the questions and you’re done! You only register ONCE. 

WISE Teacher’s PET: Main Menu 

1. You will be assigned a registration code, which will be in the blue “Teacher Shortcuts” box on the right-

side of your screen. It will be a random set of numbers and letters. Example: YXT5R9 
2. This registration code is your link to your students.  

3. You may want to write down your registration code with your user name and password for future reference, 

but you can access it after logging on as well. 

4. Teacher’s PET Portals: 

a. Projects: the library of projects ready to run 

b. Management: On-line tools to grade students, manage students, or update your account 

c. Communities: Explore or join a group that focuses on curriculum 

d. Help: Resources and tools to get WISE running more smoothly in your classroom 

Student Registration 

1. Organize your class into partners. This is a philosophy of WISE.   

2. Using any Web browser, log onto: WISE.Berkeley.Edu.  Click “JOIN WISE”.   

3. New Student Registration page.  Students fills in: 
a. First name 

b. Last name 

c. Gender 

d. Period (can be a number or name) 

e. Password (students choose their own – recommend student ID# or other familiar password) 

f. Verify password (pre-teach this if kids don’t know what verify means) 

g. Student Registration Code – This is the teacher registration code your were given when you joined 

WISE (see above). Write this on the board for the students to see and use. 

h. Click OK  

4. At this point, WISE will give your pupil a Student User Name.  It is always their FIRST Name, Last 

Initial and usually a number. Example: JakeR4  (no spaces) 
5. The student must write this user name and password in their assignment book or another safe place. They 

will forget it! The teacher can access the user name; you are not able to access the password but teachers 

may change a password if necessary. 

6. After the first student has registered, the partner will then go through the same process. 

7. Following registration, students will be asked to sign in and enter the project. 

8. A list of the entire class will come up and the partner will click on their name to show the partnership of the 

two students. Now they will enter the project. In the future, either student can log in from any computer.   

9. After all the students have registered, check your class list, some kids will register twice. 

 

 

 

Supplemental Teaching Opportunities: 

What is WISE? 

WISE: a web-based inquiry science environment is a simple yet powerful learning environment where students 

examine real world evidence and analyze current scientific controversies. WISE is supported by the National 

Science Foundation. A Web browser is all that’s needed to access this free teaching tool. Teachers can feel 

confident implementing this technology in their classroom.  The curriculum projects are designed to meet 

standards and complement your science instruction.  Students, grades 5-12 will learn about and respond to 

contemporary scientific issues through designing, debating and critiquing solutions. The inquiry approach to 

science pleases both pupil and instructor! 
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“Simple Inheritance” WISE Project 
1. Vocabulary Prep- It is helpful if basic heredity vocabulary from text or other sources is introduced prior to 

starting the project.  These terms will get reinforced in the project. 

A. gene, chromosome, Punnett square, allele, offspring, dominant trait, recessive trait,  

B. How does chance factor into traits being passed down?  All too often Punnet Squares are taken literally. It 

is important for students to have the opportunity to see chance at work 

2. Flipping a Coin- A Mendel Experience: In his experiments, Mendel saw chance at work.  In this activity, 

you can also see chance at work.  

A. Background:  Let’s say you have a hybrid pea plant.  This pea plant has the gene for round seeds and the 

gene for wrinkled seeds.  A pollen grain from this plant will have either a gene for round or a gene for 

wrinkled.  Either gene is equally likely. What is the chance of picking a pollen grain with a round gene?  

This activity will help you find the answer. 

       B. Materials needed: A coin with a “head” and a “tail”, paper, pencil 

       C. Procedure: 

  1. Let a head stand for a round gene and a tail stand for a wrinkled gene. 

  2. Write Trial #1 on a sheet of paper 

  3. Flip the coin and record if it is a head or tail. 
  4. Repeat step 3 nine times. 

  5. Write Trial #2 on a new sheet to paper. 

  6. Flip the coin and record the result. 

  7. Repeat step 6 thirty-nine times. 

  8. Figure out the fraction of heads in each trial.  For example, in trial #1 you might have recorded 

6 heads out of 10 flips, or 6/10. 

 D. Analysis: What was your fraction of heads in Trial #1? Did the Fraction change in Trial #2? 

 E. Explanation: The fraction of heads will be close t on-half after you do many coin flips.  That’s another way of 

saying that the probability of a head is one-half.  Now suppose you have hundreds of pollen grains instead of the 

coin flips.  The probability of picking a pollen grain with a round gene is one-half. 

3. Practice with Punnett Squares- 
   A. Students need opportunities to practice with using variety alleles of Punnett squares.  

4. Exposure to Genetically Transmitted Conditions- 
    A. Simple Inheritance deals with Cystic Fibrosis.  There are many diseases that are carried from generation to 

generation.  Students can explore this.  There is merit in doing this before or after the WISE project. 

5. Build your own Family Pedigree- 
     A. There are many traits that students can trace within their own family. 

     B. Students construct a simple pedigree outlining a particular trait. 

  1. finger print pattern, hair color, eye color, hair line, hand dominance, etc. 

     C. Students share the pattern and understanding of their family history and phenotype traits: possible genotypes.  
    D. It is always a good idea to let parents know in advance about the genetic history topic.  Allow parents the 

opportunity to share information with you. It is an outstanding chance for students to disclose the uniqueness of 

their family heritage and pride in descendant’s traits. 

     E. For students that are adopted or don’t know about a parent; genetics can be a delicate issue as well as a 

useful tool to deduct possible traits of that parent. Be sensitive and aware! 

 6. Use a LCD projector to highlight and teach steps that need extra explanation.  
 


