
Lesson #: 10 Topic: Using the History palette 
Book References: pp. 161-170 

Essential Tips: 
Reverting to a previous history state 

1. Open the History palette using the Window menu, if it is not already visible. 
2. Click on the last state that you want to remain in the document’s history. 
3. All the other later states after that action will be undone and will turn gray. 
4. Any new action you take at this point will erase those undone states. 
5. Clicking on the document name at the top will undo all the changes you made. 
6. Clicking on a snapshot at the top will revert to the state of that snapshot. 

 
Creating/deleting a snapshot 

1. Open the History palette, if it is not already visible. 
2. Make whatever changes you want to create the desired state to save. 
3. Click the New Snapshot button down at the bottom of the History palette. 
4. Double-click the name of the snapshot to rename it. 
5. To delete a snapshot, drag it down to the trash can icon at the bottom of the palette. 

 
Using the History Brush tool 

1. Make whatever changes you want to a document. 
2. Click on the History Brush tool (hotkey = Y) in the toolbar. 
3. Choose the brush shape and properties, just as for the Brush tool. 
4. Open the History palette, if it is not already open. 
5. In the History palette, click on the small box just to the left of the state you want to use for painting. You 

should see a small brush icon appear in that box. (You can also use the original document or a snapshot.) 
6. In the document, click and drag to paint with the History Brush. You will see that the document uses the 

pixel values from the state you selected to paint at the location where you drag. 
 

Mastery Test: 
To complete this lesson, download and open a new copy of pshoplogo.jpg. Use the Filter > Texture > 
Stained Glass filter to transform the image into something that looks like a stained-glass window. Then use 
the History Brush tool to restore the sailboat and the words “Adobe Photoshop 7.0” to their original state. 
Save your new document as lesson10.jpg and turn it in on Blueboard. 

 


