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CCCSS: RH 6-8.4; 6-8.6 
Day 1 of 4 
 

EQ: How does history define what it means to be an American? 
 
DLT: I can determine the author’s purpose in their word choice.  
 
Brain Starter: Pre Reading Strategy – Quotation Mingle (5 min) 
-Each student has a quote from the reading we are going to be looking at. Meet up with someone who has a 
different quote than you based on the symbols. Read your quote to one another, and discuss what you think it 
means in your own words.  
 
ASK: What do you think our reading will be about? 
 
Mini Lesson: Procedure for Close Read and Purpose (3 min) 
-Establish purpose of reading for students 
SAY:  We are now going to conduct a close reading of a primary source excerpt from a book titled “Letters of an 
American Farmer.” This text was written in the 1700s around the time of the American Revolution. Our purpose 
for reading today is to begin to understand what it meant to be an American during the 1700s.  
*Purpose for Reading: To determine what it meant to be an American in the 1700s.  
 

-Explain the process of a close read to students. 
 
First Read -- Sourcing: Teacher will read the text aloud. Students will create at least 2 questions they have about the 
text. Students will also begin to think about the source of the text.  
Second Read --Vocabulary: Students will read the text one more time and underline/circle words they do not 
understand and determine their meanings through a vocabulary activity.  
 
Work Time:  
1. Close Read Step One: Students will complete the sourcing of the text using their graphic organizer.  
-CLASS SHARE OUT 
 
2. Vocabulary Activity: Categorical Word Map  
-In base groups, on chart paper. Any other words misunderstood can be completed on their own.  
MODEL CATEGORICAL WORD MAP USING IDENTITY 
 
Closing: Reflection 
Think about the word your group chose to deconstruct in the word-map. Why do you think the author chose to use 
this word in the text? What is the importance of its meaning as it is used in this text? Explain.  
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Before America became a new nation, its citizens were people of all nationalities and cultures. Many came to the 

North American colonies to escape oppressive(unfair) governments, religious persecution(discrimination), 

unemployment, and hopeless poverty. Although the colonists immigrated to America for a variety of reasons, their 

common goal was a new start in life, and the keystone of that new life was freedom. In Letters from an American 

Farmer, published in London in 1782, Hector St. John Crèvecoeur, a Frenchman who came to live America, defined 

for the world the new breed of man who would risk all and brave the wilds of America for freedom. 

What Is An American? 

Excerpts from Letters From An American Farmer 
 

America is not as composed, as in Europe, of great lords who possess everything, and 1 

of a herd of people who have nothing.  Here in America there are no noble(honorable) or 2 

wealthy(rich) families, no courts, no kings, no bishops, no invisible power giving to a few a 3 

very visible one; no great manufacturers employing thousands, no great luxuries.  In 4 

America, the rich and the poor are not so far removed from each other as they are in 5 

Europe.   6 

   Beside a few towns which serve as an exception, all of us in America are farmers 7 

who work the earth.  We are a people of farmers, scattered over an immense(wide, large) 8 

territory, communicating with each other by means of good roads and navigable rivers, 9 

united by the bands of a mild government, all respecting the laws without dreading the 10 

governments’ power, because currently our colonial governments are fair and reasonable.  11 

We are all alive with the spirit of industry, which is available to all men, and unrestrained, 12 

because each person works for himself.   What then is the American, this new man? He is 13 

either a European, or the descendant(child) of a European; hence that strange mixture of 14 

blood, which you will find in no other country.  I could point out to you a man, whose 15 

grandfather was an Englishman, whose wife was Dutch, whose son married a French 16 

woman, and whose present four sons have now four wives of different nations.  He is an 17 

American, who, leaving behind him all his ancient prejudices (judgments against 18 
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someone or something) and manners, receives new ones from the new mode of life he has 19 

embraced in America, the new government he obeys, and the new rank he holds.  20 

   Here individuals of all nations are melted into a new race of men, whose hard work 21 

and future generations will one day cause great change in the world.  Americans are the 22 

western pilgrims, who are carrying along with them that great mass of arts, sciences, vigor, 23 

and industry, which began long since in the East; they will finish the great circle. The 24 

American is a new man, who acts upon new beliefs he must therefore entertain new ideas, 25 

and form new opinions.  This is an American.26 
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Name________________________      /Class_____________________    Date___________ 
  
  

“Letters of an American Farmer”  
 

Purpose for Reading: To determine what it meant to be an American in the 1700s. 
 

First Read (day 1)- Determining source 
and context for the text 
 
Listen to the text as it is read aloud. 
 
Sourcing: 
- Who wrote or created this document? 
-When was it created? 
-Where was it created? 
-Why did the person write the document? 
-Is this document likely to have a particular 
point of view? 
- Is this document credible? 

Answers:  
 
 

 

Second Read (day 1) – Determining the 
meaning of unknown words 
 
Next to this box, make a list of the words 
you do not understand. Jot down anything 
you may know about them.  
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OPTIONAL: Third Read (day 2) 
 
 
Next to this box, capture any evidence (key 
words, quotes, phrases) you believe answers 
the guiding question and purpose for 
reading.  
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“Here in America there are no noble(honorable) or 
wealthy(rich) families, no courts, no kings, no bishops, 
no invisible power.” 
 
 
 
“all respecting the laws without dreading the 
governments’ power, because currently our colonial 
governments are fair and reasonable.” 
 
 
 
 
 
“What then is the American, this new man? He is either 
a European, or the descendant(child) of a European” 
 
 
 
 
“Here individuals of all nations are melted into a new 
race of men, whose hard work and future generations 
will one day cause great change in the world.”  
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Name_______________________________  Class________________ Date______________ 

 

Social Studies - Categorical Word Map 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Word 

Use in text (Quote where it is used in a source 

or reading) 

Definition 

Antonym  

Synonym  

Synonym  
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Day 2 of 4  

CCSS: RH.6-8.6; RH.6-8.10 
 

EQ: How does history define what it means to be an American? 
 
DLT: I can analyze the author’s perspective of American identity in the 1700s.  
 
Brain Starter: Read “Letters of an American Farmer” for  third time. Pull out any evidence that can answer the 
guiding question and is relevant to the purpose for reading. 
*Guiding Question: What did it mean to be an American in the 1700s? 
*Purpose for Reading: To determine what it meant to be an American in the 1700s.  
 
Mini Lesson:  
Guided Practice or Modeling – finding evidence 
Explanation of Silent Conversation 
 
SAY: Now, as a group, you are going to participate in a silent annotation conversation. During this procedure, you 
will all annotate the text on a larger piece of chart paper at the same time. At first, you will annotate the text for 
information that is relevant to the purpose. You may jot down any ideas you have about the text, pick out relevant 
pieces of evidence, and most importantly, write down your ideas and thoughts about the text.  
Steps for Annotation Conversation: 

1. Annotate for information that is relevant to the purpose for reading. Jot down your thoughts, predictions, and 
inferences about that evidence. 

2. Ask questions about any parts of the text that may confuse you or make your wonder. 
3. Answer other student’s annotations. Use prompts such as “I agree….I disagree…Can you explain….” 
4. Or simply answer any other questions students may ask about the text itself. 

 
-Model Thought Process  
 
Work Time #2 Annotation Conversation in Base Groups 
 
Closing: Exit Card 

1. According to “Letters of an American Farmer,” what is the author’s perspective on what it means to be an 
American. Use at least TWO PIECES of evidence to support your answer.  

 
2. Did you meet the LT today? Why or why not? What are your next steps? 

 
  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/10/
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CCSS: RH.6-8.1 ; RH.6-8.6; RH.6-8.10 
Day 3 of 4  
 
EQ – How does history define what it means to be an American?  
 
LT: I can answer text based questions using relevant evidence from a primary source.  
 
Brain Starter: What strategies can we use to answer text based questions?  
 
Mini Lesson: Answering a text based question (6 min)  
SAY: Yesterday, we annotated a complex text in order to gain a deeper understanding of its meaning. 
We read for a specific purpose. 
ASK: Who can recall that purpose? (To understand the perspective of what it meant to be an American 
during the 1700s.) 
SAY: In order to understand how the American Identity formed over time, we must understand its 
beginnings in the 1700s. This document discusses one man’s perspective on what it means to be an 
American during that time period. In order to gain a deeper understanding of this man’s perspective, we 
must break the text down and answer text-based questions about specific parts of the text. After this, we 
will connect these pieces to a larger idea.  
ASK: What strategies can you use to answer a text based question? Why is it important to use evidence 
when answering a text based question?  
 
Model Answering a Text Based Question 
 
What do lines 4-5 of the text reveal about the opportunities that existed for American people in the 
1700s? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.   

 
In lines 4-5, the author discusses the many opportunities that existed in America, but did not exist 

in Europe. The author states that “In America, the rich and the poor are not so far removed from 

each other as they are in Europe.” In this line, the author means that Americans have much more 

equal opportunity than the people in Europe. For example, the author writes that “in America, there 

are no noble or wealthy families.” He also states, “We are alive with the spirit of industry, which is 

available to all men, because each person works for himself.” By using these two lines, the author 

shows that he believes all Americans have the same opportunity to become wealthy and make a 

better life for themselves by being able to have the opportunity to choose which job they want to 

do. Overall, he believes that in America, there is equality for all people to be successful, unlike 

Europe.  
 
Work Time: Set of Text Based Questions (25 min)   
 
 
Closing: Pair-Share for Learning Target Check In (5 min)  
With a partner, pick one text based question to collaborate on. Share your answers with one another. 
Evaluate one another’s evidence.  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/10/
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-Does the evidence support your reasoning? Is it relevant to the text based question?  
 
 
Name___________________ Class__________________ Date____________      

 
Excerpts from Letters From An American Farmer 

Text Based Questions 
 

1. The author states, “In America, the rich and the poor are not so far removed from each other as 

they are in Europe.” What does this part of the text reveal about the opportunities that existed for 
American people in the 1700s? Use other evidence from the text to support your answer.   

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What do lines 13-17 reveal about the culture that has been established in America? Use evidence 
from the text to support your answer.  

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. What does the author suggest when he uses the word “new” in saying the American is a “new 
man?” Use the evidence from the text to support your answer.  

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. What does it mean to be American as described in Letters of an American Farmer? Use evidence from the 
text to support your answer. 
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_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
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Shared Inquiry Circle 

CCSS: RH6-8.1, RH 6-8.6 
Day 4 of 4  
EQ: How does history define what it means to be an American? 
 
DLT: I can participate in a shared inquiry discussion to determine what it meant to be an American in 
the 1700s.   
 
Brain Starter: Share Inquiry Video 
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/development/resources/shared_inquiry_02/02.s
htm 
1. What do you notice about the student’s participation in the video? 
2. What do you notice about their responses?  
 
Mini Lesson: BS Discussion and Protocols for Shared Inquiry 
1. BS Discussion 
2. SAY: Now that we’ve seen a snapshot of what a shared inquiry discussion is, let’s think about norms 
we would like to add to the protocol for our discussion today.  
ASK: Based on the practices we discussed and what you’ve seen in the video, what norms should we add 
into our practice today? 
 
Review Guidelines:   
1. Use evidence (quotes) and references to the text to always support your reasoning. 
2. It is okay to have a different opinion! 
3. Question each other using accountable question prompts!(Can you further explain….Where is there 
evidence of that in the text….) 
4. Give everyone a chance to contribute. 
5. Use accountable talk!  
6. Be open to challenges.  
 
-Explain to students that you will be facilitating and leading the discussion and that at some points you 
will stop to ask questions.  
 
Introduce Focus Question: What did being an American mean to people in the 1700s?  All 
evidence must come from Letters of an American Farmer.  
 
Work Time: Shared Inquiry Circle  
 
-Allow students to answer focus question on handout before discussion begins.  
-Teacher keeps track of student responses and questions on seating chart. 
 
Closing: Reflection and Re-answering Focus Question 
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Teacher Notes: Shared Inquiry Questions 

 
Focus: What did it mean to be an American the 1700s? 
 
Follow Up Questions:  

- How does the perspective of American Identity in the 1700s compare or 
contrast to our perspectives of American Identity today? 

- Why does this author’s perspective of American Identity matter?  
- What factors do you think affected his perspective of American Identity?  
- What do you mean by … (equality, united, many nationalities etc.) 
- Would you tell us more about … 
- Where did you find evidence to support that inference in the text? 
- What lines from the text make you think that?  
- _____, would you like to respond to _____’s idea? 
- _______, do you agree/disagree with _________?  
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Name_______________________________ Class_______________ Date_______________ 

 
Shared Inquiry Discussion: Letters of an American Farmer 

 
Focus Question: What did being an American mean to people living in the 1700s?  
(All evidence must come from Letters)  
 

Your answer to the focus question BEFORE the discussion: (Use evidence from the text) 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Your answer to the focus question AFTER the discussion: (Use evidence from the text and discussion) 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reflect: What helped you decide on your new answer? Evidence from the text or questions/comments 
during discussion? 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
*Success Criteria Check In: Based on our success criteria, did you meet the LT today? How do you 
know? What are your next steps?  
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 



Created by: Nicole Balestriere  MAELS 2015 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


